
Why Is This
Happening To Me?The best way to solve a drainage problem 

is to correct it at the source. For instance, if 
water is flowing off your driveway and into 
the planter next to your house, you’d be wise 
to install a new yard inlet or add some other 
drainage system element to catch the water 
before it creates the problem.

Unfortunately, it’s not always possible to 
get to the problem’s source. Or trouble may 
stem from an uncontrollable source, such 
as an underground spring on your property. 
In either case, don’t despair: City staff may 
be able to offer advice, and there are many 
private engineers and contractors who can 
help you find answers.

Here are a few final tips for saving yourself 
from home drainage problems:

Protect your trees.
Remember that the lot where your house 
stands was likely forested at one time. Those 
trees intercepted rain water and used it, thus 
preventing most drainage problems. With the 
building of homes and streets, that natural 
system was eliminated, thus creating many 
of the problems we face today. Think twice 
before cutting down trees on your lot, and 
consider adding some.

Careful placement of trees or 
large shrubs
can save lots of trouble. That’s because the 
roots of these plantings can grow down into 
underground pipes and eventually destroy 
them. If the pipes need to be dug up and 
replaced, your trees or shrubs could be 
destroyed in the process.

By sweeping your driveway
instead of hosing it off, you can keep dirt out 
of your system—and save water.

Avoid using wood chip mulch 
around yard inlets or swales in 
landscaped areas. 
Wood floats, so it’s easily carried away  
by runoff.

Always leave yourself an out,
an independent backup system, just in case 
the City’s storm drain system should fail.

Put cages or screens on  
all gutters
to prevent debris from entering downspouts. 
These are inexpensive and easy to obtain 
from hardware stores and home centers, but 
remember, you need to clean them.

Put a removable connection 
between downspouts and  
roof drains.
When cleaning your roof, disconnect all 
downspouts from the roof drains. This will 
keep debris from being washed into and 
clogging your underground system.
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What causes drainage problems in Redmond? 
Several things do. First is the rainfall that our 
area receives—typically 40 inches each year. 
Next are compacted soils, which can make it 
difficult for rainwater to filter into the ground.

The lay of the land is another source of 
trouble—especially in parts of Redmond 
where slopes can be fairly steep. Rather than 
soak into the ground, rainwater tends to run 
off of these steep slopes. And sometimes 
water that soaks in on steep 
slopes, seeps back out. This 
causes drainage problems 
further downhill, where 
the land levels off.

There is also the growth rate. Redmond’s 
population has grown from just 1,426 in 1960 
to 46,391 in 2003. Rapid development has 
covered the land with impervious surfaces like 
buildings, streets and parking lots, limiting 
the area that’s available for water to soak into 
the ground. Instead, it stays at the surface and 
quickly runs off into streams, storm drains 
and ditches. Or it flows onto your property 
and into your home!

Do It Right

Growing Pains
Stormwater management plans are required with all new development. If you think that a proposed 
development near your house could cause drainage problems for you, then call or write to 
Development Services at 425-556-2760 or Development Services, MS:2SPW, P.O. Box 97010, 
Redmond, WA 98073, or e-mail pwgen@redmond.gov.




